It was Kipling who wrote in one of his books this sentence:
| ““He fell to work, singing softly, and was swallowed up in the
clean, clear joy of creation!’

Barbershop harmony means creation. It means the taking of

| any well-loved familiar song and working around its melody,

| beautiful new chords. No matter what it is, there is real joy

| in creation and every human mind is just naturally creative

| when it is kept active.

By forming this organization we are creating a new kind

‘Sweet Adelines Vow to Find
Else

Six Feminine Bassos or

of fun for ourselves. Strangely enough, whenever a person

experiences joy in what he is doing, his enthusiastic pleasure

passes on to create joy for those with whom he comes in contact, I ;

and so new things grow.

One can find delight equally fast in the creation of new

friendships, and move and live and share the happiness of each t

|
| other, together.

| It is my hope that all members will experience a gratification I

in the starting of something new; watching it grow and develop; 1

|
| and may the fun of it all bubble in your hearts. ‘
|
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ANOTHER MASCULINE STRONGHOLD FALLS

Women Form Barber Shop Quartet

By KEN HARTWICK

Another masculine stronghold
has fallen before assanlts of the

Edna Mae Anderson, Founder e

Sweet Adelines, Inc. |

August 6, 1945 ; /|
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The Melodears of Massillon, Ohio. — Used with permission of the
Massillon Evening Independent. |
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though a popularly featured barbershop
Of the World Staff

| '\ \quartet, they never joined Sweet Adelines,
P Close harmony now exists between the Sweet A__deline’g,
~ |Inc., and the Society for the Preservation and Encourage-
= \ment of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America.
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t S I-behef ‘that they will out-shine the! fer will serve as program chairman

Down MW Lane

**Among my many valued memories are those of things which
happened during the first few months and on through the more
than two years previous to Sweet Adelines, Inc. expansion into

| a national organization and now, inter-national in scope.

|
Any society is born the night of the first organization |
meeting. For Sweet Adelines, Inc. that birth date was Friday, |
JULY 13c¢h, 1945. Newspapers, magazines, and radios were E
interested in our new style of organization for women and were |
more than generous with publicity and time on the air when we [
started. Taking you with me into that memory of ‘the beginning’ | |
let us read, together, some of the newspaper items which were [ g
bringing publicity to Sweet Adelines, Inc. back in 1945. i i

\male juartets. | and Mrs. Fillman as outside pro-

| "‘Thet_'e is only ome problem in || gram chaivman. Other chairmen in-
. organizing a female quartet,” one ' clude: Mrs, Craig, welfare; Mrs.
. member explained, “and it is a | Bartley, librarian; Mrs, Buxton,
| problem which we are unable to | publicity, and Mrs. Davis, hospital-
|, solve, Tnst when a good guartet is L ity AN o

JULY 22, 1945 — “'No prima donnas are wanted; but any
woman interested in honest to goodness old fashioned barber-
shop singing is invited to attend the organization's meeting on | e S oy e 1 SRR 80 S U A S e
Monday night ac 8 P.M. There will be only two requirements for
. admission, the meetings will be for women, only, and no prima

| donnas are wanted. The organization is going to be all for fun,
| and we want plenty of members who are interested in having a
| good time and who enjoy singing. There will be the ‘crow
members’ just like the men have. Women who can't carry a tune
in an oversized wash tub will be just as welcome as the best
of singers."’
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AUGUST 13, 1945 — “'Feminine barbershop singing devotees |
of Tulsa decided that they will henceforth be known as ‘Sweet |
Adelines’. The momentous decision was made at a meeting |
where members wrote suggestions for names and the reason for
the decision — so many suggested ‘Sweet Adelines’ that the
| board of directors made it official.’’
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1 The Johnson Sisters entertaining at a Chicago USO Canteen with members of the Cicero-Berwyn
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SEPTEMBER 16, 1945 — ““To sing and have fun together is
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the primary purpose of this newly organized group. However, ‘ L i
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officers realize that a few rules are necessary if only to have ! '-TMMM (1o op) (FE 1 ~
> : > . ‘ REEESS =

the right to tell a sister member that she is off pitch or out of ‘ o atd the . and %

k inging i i h : : b : S

ey when singing in the group or in one of the quartets. Books K e :PMW"* Tenor

on organization law have been read and discussed and legal
advice has been obtained, and as a result a constitution has
been drawn up.”’ | i
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NOVEMBER 9, 1945 — ‘'Barbershop quartet singing got an
‘official’ lift, today, from the ladies. The secretary of state's
office (Oklahoma) issued a charter of incorporation to Sweet
Adelines of America, with headquarters in Tulsa. Directors of
the new music organization — which listed no capital — include
President, Edna Mae Anderson; Vice President, Rosalie Yager;
Secretary, Margaret Hillman; Treasurer, Marcia Craig; and the
following committee chairmen — Corinne Cash, Natalie Gennis,
| Mrs. Oliver B. Asher, Anna Baston, Mabel Gordon.’' Everyone
| was thrilled with that news! el

MUSIC BY

HARRY ARMSTRONG

PUBLISHED FOR THE FOLLOWING ARRANGEMENTS:

NOVEMBER 29, 1945 — ‘*Mayor Olney F. Flynn will present
the official charter for Sweet Adelines, Inc. on Monday, in the
junior ballroom of Hotel Tulsa to Mrs. W. H. (Edna Mae) Ander-

| son, President of the Tulsa Chapter. O. C. Cash, Founder, and |
|  other members of the SPEBSQSA, men’s barbershop singing
| group, will be present.’’
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i The Floradora Girls: Anna Marie Hearn, tenor; Joanne Williams Lem- \33& K“%

| cke, lead; Louise Mason, baritone; Allene Babbitt, bass. They ap- ‘ ® K |

‘ peared on a national CBS Radio broadcast, “We the People,” in June |
1946

|

, in New York City.
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| 1945-46 : o | The Sun Bonnet Sues: This Tulsa quartet received national publicity th |
. ' The Harmo-Donnas: Marie Gebo, tenor; Faye Parker, lead; Opal Leib, baritone; Marguerite .' .| Iissue of a popular magazine called She. Bottom row, center: I?\/Iarlgallr):at éﬁﬁrﬁgnth$oéu:%v19?r%m
; ‘ Yirsa, bass. S s | left: Margaret Gilbert, Mary Trippet, Louise Russell. : , i
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1945-4
The Four Naturals: Anna Marie Nilson, Arlita Wood, Jane Pfeifer and Francis Donnell. The

idea of a national organization was proposed by Francis Donnell. She was appointed chair- ,‘

man of the committee which started Sweet Adelines moving in that direction, March, 1946. ‘




