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Dear Donors,Dear Donors,
	 As Chair of the Philanthropy Committee, I have been fortunate to meet and personally thank many of 

you. For those I haven’t yet had the pleasure of meeting, please know how deeply I appreciate all the ways 

you support Sweet Adelines and help our mission thrive.

	 As I reflect on what Sweet Adelines have achieved over the past 80 years, I am proud and in awe of how 

far this organization has come. Because of your partnerships, we have been able to provide more than ever. 

In this report, you will learn more about how generous funding provides for enhanced and expanded 		

learning opportunities, impactful scholarships, and outreach to young singers. 

	 Every donation of any amount makes a difference. In this report, we highlight a few donors whose love 

for this organization inspired them to help fund the many programs that make the Sweet Adelines experi-

ence unique and beloved.

	 Thanks to everyone of you for helping to Build Our Future Together.

With sincere appreciation,

	 Janice McKenna
Chair, Philanthropy Committee
International Board of Directors
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Celebrating our DonorsCelebrating our Donors
in Columbusin Columbus

As we ended our time at the 77th International Convention and Competition in 

Columbus, Ohio (USA), we learned how impactful this organization has been 

for one of our members, Barbara A. Nielsen. Barbara has chosen to leave a legacy 

gift with a current value of $500,000 USD to Sweet Adelines International. Her 

generosity will establish the Barbara A. Nielsen Endowment Fund, dedicated 

to supporting Judge Scholarships, Education, and Training. This remarkable 

gift reflects Barbara’s lifelong love for Sweet Adelines and her commitment to 

ensuring our organization continues to grow and thrive for generations to come.
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Celebrating our Donors 
in Columbus!

We celebrated the generosity of our donors in Columbus in the donor suite and during 
special events like the Major Donor Luncheon and the Toast of Celebration. The support of 
our donors make it possible for us to continue building our future for generations to come. 
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Challenge Exceeded!

During the  77th International Convention and Competition in Columbus, Ohio (USA), our 

International Board of Directors (IBOD) and an anonymous donor gave $40,000 USD. Attendees 

and viewers of the webcast were challenged to match that to raise $80,000 in celebration of our 

80 years as an organization. Thanks to you, we met that challenge! The future of Sweet Adelines 

is bright, and we are so proud to be part of the celebration of all we have achieved together.

and WE DID IT TOGETHER!

A FEW PETS EVEN TUNED IN!
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	 Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the Judge Training Program and Rising Star Quartet 
Contest were both fully funded this year. Generous contributions totaling $100,000 USD com-
pletely funded the in-person judge training event in Tulsa. Thanks to your donations, 49 Sweet 
Adelines judges were able to train in person for the first time since 2018.
	 Sweet Adelines’ e-learning platform continues to expand access to world-class education. 
We are currently focused on creating innovative curriculum content and delivering high-quality 
online education to advance barbershop learning.
The newest classes on the e-learning platform are from the Jurassic Chords retreat. Access 
to these classes is made possible by two donors whose gifts funded videography 
during the live sessions in Tulsa.
 	 Other programs currently available on the e-learning platform are the 
Directors Certification Program and select classes from the most recent
Directors and Visual Leaders Seminar. Your gifts to the Education Fund 
allow us to continue to enhance our e-learning platform, providing 
valuable resources and educational opportunities for our members.

2024–2025 Donor Impact 2024–2025 Donor Impact 

Education FundEducation Fund

We’re so grateful for your support! Tap or scan the 
QR code to hear our judges share their heartfelt 
thanks—your generosity keeps the music alive. You 
don’t want to miss this one, it’s truly worth hearing!!
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Scholarship opportunities that empower emerging leaders and talented singers to pursue their 

dreams are advanced through your giving to the Scholarship Fund. Each gift helps provide 

access to meaningful educational opportunities for judges, directors and arrangers, 

empowering members who might otherwise miss out.

2024–2025 Donor Impact 2024–2025 Donor Impact 

Scholarship Fund

Vickie Maybury /TPP April 2025
Expression Judge

Member International Board of Directors

We are thrilled to announce a new scholarship!

Pat Ostrander, the lead of 1997 International Champion Quartet 4-Star Collection, 

generously funded this new scholarship to help developing quartets cover fees 

and expenses for educational events as they grow in the art of barbershop singing. 
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GRANT CYCLE 1 
Awarded five grants awarded totaling $12,050 in 2025-2026

DONORS SUPPORTED THE FOLLOWING KEY PRIORITIES FOR YOUNG SINGERS

Sweet Adelines International is opening new doors for the next generation of singers. This 
year, the Education Department launched a youth chorus affiliate membership pilot program 
for established school-based choruses—a fresh, flexible pathway into Sweet Adelines for 
young singers. It’s a new way to connect with music educators and invite more students 
into the barbershop experience. Your support of the Young Singers Fund helps expand these 
opportunities and empower young voices.

Rising Star Quartet Contest – Underwritten by generous donors, the Rising Star Quartet 
Contest gives women 25 and under the chance to sing barbershop, shine on stage, and make 
lifelong friends.

Music education grants, supported by donors, help bring barbershop harmony to the next 
generation—funding festivals, workshops, and performances for young singers. 

2024–2025 Donor Impact 2024–2025 Donor Impact 
Young Singers Fund



Education Fund	
Anonymous Donor	
Andress, Jacqueline
Arcand, Wendy
Baker, Gina
Barton, Hannah
Berardinelli, Beverly
Blevins, Hilda
Bonin, Karen
Bosma, Marcia
Brennan, Lois
Butler, Renae & Mitch
Cary, Joann
Chalk, Cheryl
Crace, Nancy
Criner, Alexandra
Daitch, Merrie
Davis, Paula
Dellås, Annika
DeRosa, Anthony & Jodi
Eisan, Janet
Farber, Sheri
Frey, Cathy
Furtner, Fran
Galvin, Patricia
Gertson, Susan
Gove, Ruth
Harris, Jenny & Dave
Hawkins	, Darice
Hodges, Sandra
Hower, Mary
Jeffery, Sally
Kemp, Eileen
Kirkpatrick, Laura
Koch, Karen
Krenek, Carol
Kvalnes, Kalla
Viermann Leon, Peggy

Lindsey, Nancy
Lloyd, Glenda
Loos, Jolene & Randy
MacKinlay, Cammi
Matheson, Margaret
Matthews, Betty-Jean
McKenzie, Carol
Mefford, JoAnn
Melillo, Donna
Miller, Connie
Nainan-Newhard, Sarah
Norwood, Karen
O’Brien, Emily
Odle, Jo Ann
Oosterhoff, Joanne
Pinvidic, Marcia
Plaat, Nancy
Reyes, Sharon
Riggi-Smith, Michelle
Roberts, Kathy
Russell, Lois
Rust, Bonita
Schoenlank, Jean
Seward, Mary
Staats, Beverly
Standerfer, Ann
Starr, Julie
Tallsjo, Annika
Taylor, Valerie
Trollinger, Theresa
Trujillo, Julie
Verdi, Cary
Welch, Melissa
Whitling, Katie
Wilson, JoAnn
Witt, Wendy
Zeyher, Pamela
Clustered Spires Chapter	

Greatest Need Fund	
Anonymous Donor	
Adams, Donna
Allen, Linda
Allen, Vicki
Amodeo, Adele
Antonini	, Therese
Armstrong, Karen
Aucello, Ann
Austin, Nicki
Balazs, Laura
Barlow, Mary
Bartlett, Ann
Bean, Diane
Bengtson, Barbara
Bensing, Susanne
Bond, Caroline
Boothe, Marlene
Brennan, Catherine
Brooks, Robert
Brown, Shirley
Burke, Gail
Burton, Jill
Buschel, Diane
Cadman, Janet
Causey, Kelly
Chalmers, Lee
Champagne, Jennifer
Chant, Holly
Christie, Laurie
Clough, Kathleen
Coakley, Donna
Cobb, Alicia
Collins, Ruth
Collins, Kristina
Cordero, Amy
Cowan, Kelly
Crace, Nancy

Thank you for your generosity and support 
of our vision. Together we see the future!  

The following is a list of donors who contributed between May 1 – October 31, 2025.
Some of the challenge gifts that helped turn $40,000 into $80,000 were received after October 31, 2025, 

the end date for this report. These gifts will be included in the next issue.
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Crowe, Jeanne d’Arc (JD) & Mike 
David, Rebecca
DeCook, Rebecca
Dedrick, Dorothy
DeFreece	, Michelle
Devos, Sharon
Diehl, Christine
Dow, Kathy
Dreyer, Lori
Dunn, Christine
Duvall, Twilla
Elliott, Diane
Ellison, Vera
Elmuccio, Jeanne
Emerick, Jill
Ensign, Ward
Crothers Family Trust	
Forsyth, Alice
Freidhof, Jennie
French, Rosanne
Frey, Cathy
Fuller, Felicia
Fye, Rebecca
Galbreath, Leslie
Ganger, Corrie
Garriock, Corinna
Gervais, Jan
Gianopoulos, Jean
Giovannini, Karen
Goldstein, Georgia
Gouwens, Kay
Gove, Ruth
Grant, Cathie
Hall, Carrie
Hamamoto, Yuko
Hamilton, Elaine & Peter
Hansen, JoAnne
Hardy, Linda
Hass, Andrea
Hays, Lee
Heck, Sue
Heil, Mary
Hetterscheidt, Rose
Hickey Price, Patricia
Hobson, Julie
Hoffman, Paula
Kall, Doreen
King, Rebecca
Klemz, Nancy

LaDuke, Cherie
Landry, Annette
Larre, Patricia
Latch, Diana
Viermann Leon, Peggy
MacDonald, Leslie
Macia, Laura
Mack, Marge
Massey, Marcia
Matthews, Betty-Jean
McAlexander, Ann
McCandless, Patricia
McClary, Cathie
McCormick, Sue
McDaniel Prange, Mary Margaret
McGovern, Ryan
McKenna, Janice
McKenzie, Carol
Motzkus, Jennifer
Munnell, Cindy
Murphy, Janice
Newman, Patricia
Nowlan, Deanne
Osborn, Robin
Pardis, Shelly
Pierce, Celene
Pletcher, Barbara
Poole, Carol
Porzel, Renée
Potter, Stephanie
Preller, Kay
Richardson, Irene
Riddell, Chris
Rieboldt, Renee
Rockley, Liane
Roy, Piali
Rund, Robert
Rust, Bonita
Ryan, Maggie
Saller, Emily
Schneider, Ronald
Schultz, Laura
Schumacher, Linda
Schwenk	Suzann
Scyphers	Susan
Segard, Christine
Selmi, Connie
Sheffler, Cindy
Shook, Betti

Sommer, Gena
Stump, Janet
Stuve, Geralyn
Swanston, Helen
Talbot, Tammy
Tautkus, David
Teed, Mary
Thomas, Sharon
Thomas, Lloyd-Ellen
Tietsort, Jan
Treichel, Anita
Twardosky, Doris
Van Horn, Sally
Verma, Maxine
Vidal, Judy Ann
Wadsley, Cindy
Walker, Joyce
Waters, Mary Ann
Webb, Louise
Weger, Carolyn
Wells, Linda
Wescott, Damaris
West, Catharine
Whitmore, Susan
Williams	, Leah
Young-Jones, Selecia
Andersen Family Trust	
Lake Country Chapter	
Lowry Family	
OK City Chapter	
Spirit of the Gulf Chapter	

Scholarship Fund	
Anonymous Donor	
A. Nielsen, Barbara
Allgeyer, Mary
Ashford, Mary
Aucello, Ann
Benowitz, Anne
Berardinelli, Beverly
Bromert, Kay
Cartwright, Sharon
Clipman, Betty
Crace, Nancy
Davis, Sara
Engelberg, Mindy
Faithful, Peg
Hayes, Annie (Setsuko)
Ferenc, Deborah
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Hower, Mary
Kammeyer, Mary
McLeish, Sally
Mouché, Carol
Murray, Joe
Ostrander, Patricia
Peacock, Susan
Peterson, Nancy
Pollock, Barbara
Post, Tina
Rowley, Samantha
Sash, Diana
Stallknecht, Judith
Wilson, JoAnn
Cedar Harmony Chapter	

Young Singers Fund	
Anonymous Donor	
Allen, Mary
Armstrong, Sheila
Arntzen, Susan
Atwood, Pamela
Baumert, Paije
Bender, Pattee
Chelten, Linda
Collins, Ruth
Connelly	, Mary
Curlee, Sheryl

Davis, Joanna
Davis, Sara
DeRosa, Sophia
Domingo, Phyllis
Duehr, Nate
Fadden, Leigh
Garland, Fran
Gioino, Traci
Gliedman, Laura
Goodanew, Lisa
Gordon, Debi
Gouwens, Kay
Guyse, Jeanne
Harris, Christine
Hartke, Debby
Hewitt, Dawn
Hower, Mary
Hudson, Laura
Hutton, Duane
Johnson, Rhiannon
Jones, Luther
Kunath, Barbara
Lewin, Marjorie
Lovejoy, Marti
Macia, Laura
Maddux	Carole
McCormick, Colleen
Mortenson, Melea

Norrgard, Beth Ann 
Pletcher, Barbara
Post, Tina
Riley, Diana
Roche, Denise
Rust, Bonita
Saucke, Debra
Shores, Helen
Smith, Donna
Smith, Susan
Thackston, Trudi
VanFossan, Marilyn
VanHecke, Rosalyn
Waguespack, Wendy
Wescott, Dee
Whitling	, Katie
Widerski	, Ruth
By Request Quartet	
Great Lakes Harmony Region 17	
Harmony Fusion Chapter	
Lyric Quartet	
Prime Time Company Quartet	
Sincerely Yours Quartet	
Sounds Of Pittsburg Chapter	
Tag You’re It Quartet	
That’s the Spirit Quartet

Thank You!
This report reflects donors who contributed between May 1 - October 31, 2025. We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this 
list. If we missed your name, we extend our sincere apologies. Please reach out to philanthropy@sweetadelines.com so we can be sure to 
include you in the next publication.

Chrispell, Cindy & Greg                  Letts, Cherie L.                   Hallner Estate, Elizabeth ‘Cookie’ 

Nancy Bergman Legacy Society Members
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